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The operation removes the body of the stomach, in which it was thought the hormones that activated the acid cells were mainly situated, and at the same time it preserves the pyloric antrum, alleged to be the home of the anti-anaemic factor. The duodenal ulcer, for which the operation is usually performed, is thereby excluded from the action of the acid gastric juice. The animal experiments of Mann (Boyd, 1938) have shown that exclusion of a peptic ulcer, both from the action of acid and the passage of food across its surface, is followed by rapid healing. Theoretically it was expected that the ulcer would heal and that the acid in the gastric stump would be lowered sufficiently to remove considerably the risks and dangers of gastro-jejunal ulceration. Ogilvie (1938) Such a state of affairs hardly exists in the type of duodenal ulcer for which we perform gastrectomy, but it does sometimes exist in cases of gastro-iejunal ulcer, and also in stomachs at the site of a gastric ulcer situated close to the pylorus. In these instances, of course, an ulcerexclusion type of gastrectomy would not always be done.
Post-operative technique.?The patient on return to the ward is given immediately 4 ounces of glucose water by mouth, one pint of coffee rectally, and after this continuous rectal saline is commenced and maintained for 48 hours.
The Fowler position is adopted after 4 hours. loJriiio. Corn&zH Fig. 5 .?The haemostatic layer is returning to the greater curvature where it will be tied.
It is a simple over and over suture locked at every fourth stitch. Fig. 5 .?The haemostatic layer is returning to the greater curvature where it will be tied.
It is a simple over and over suture locked at every fourth stitch.
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